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Director:  Michael W. Ethridge, Director Laboratory Services 

Department:  Department of Justice (DOJ) 

Parent Agency: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) 

 

 

History & Mission:  The ATF laboratory system traces its history from 1886, when Congress 

established a Revenue Laboratory as part of the Department of the Treasury (Treasury Department). 

This laboratory began examining alcoholic products in 1887.  Over time, the lab’s responsibilities 

expanded to include the forensic analysis of firearms, explosives, fire accelerants, fire devices, and 

debris from explosives and fire scenes. Congressional funding of a new National Laboratory Center in 

suburban Maryland resulted in a new $135 million facility that was dedicated on June 16, 2003. 

 

ATF's National Laboratory Center is the premier laboratory in the world in the combined areas of 

alcohol, tobacco, firearms, explosives, and fire debris analysis. It plays an important part in supporting 

the bureau's strategic goals of reducing violent crime and protecting the public. 

 
Each ATF Laboratory also has a mobile laboratory that is designed to support examination of 

evidence at the scene of a fire or explosion. Additionally, a DNA analysis capability has been 
established at the National Laboratory Center. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Maryland Employees:  99 

 

6000 Ammendale Road 

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

240-642-1401 

Prince George’s County  

https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/atfs-national-laboratory-program 

 

https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/atfs-national-laboratory-program


 

ATF- National Laboratory Center 
 
 

 8/19 Page 2 

 

 

Laboratories 

  

 

Resources 

Acquisition Forecast  

Vendor Outreach  

How to do Business with DOJ  

How to do Business with ATF  

Branches and Contacts 

Office of the Director  

6000 Ammendale Road 

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

 

Michael Ethridge, Director of 

Laboratory Services 

 

Office of Public and Government Affairs 

6000 Ammendale Road 

Beltsville, Maryland 20705 

 

Chief of Public Affairs Division 

202-648-8500 

 

Acquisitions Branch  

99 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20226 

 

Acquisition and Property Management 
Division 

202-927-8820 

 

 

ATF Alcohol and Tobacco Laboratory 

ATF Forensic Science Laboratory 

Fire Research Laboratory  

  

http://www.justice.gov/osdbu/file/794361/download
http://www.justice.gov/osdbu/meet-small-business-specialist
https://oig.justice.gov/about/contracting.htm
http://www.atf.gov/resource-center/business-opportunities

